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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to communications file on 10/06/2008. Claim(s) 10, 
12, 23-24, 26-27, 33-35 have been amended. Claim(s) 36-37 have been newly added. 
No other claims have been amended, added, or canceled. Accordingly, claim(s) 10-12, 
14, 17-19, and 22-37 are pending. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
10/06/2008 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim(s) 10-12, 14, 17-19, and 22-37 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 10-12, 14, 17- 19, 22 & 33-37 recites the limitation "the other network 
component" and "the respective component". There is insufficient antecedent basis for 
this limitation in the claim. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/501 ,721 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2444 

6. Claim(s) 10-12, 14, 17-19, and 22-37 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 1 the applicant has stated "...sends information pertaining to 
the of the respective component, the state information information sent..."; the examiner 
will interpret this as reading "... sends information pertaining to the respective 
component, the state information sent...". 

Furthermore regarding claim 23 the applicant has stated "...monitoring a state of 
the respective monitored component by each monitored component". The examiner will 
interpret this as reading "... monitoring a state of the respective monitored component 
by the monitoring component". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 10-12, 14, 17-19, and 22-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Sekizawa (US PGPub.: 2002/0138612). 

Claim 10: An arrangement, comprising: 

a plurality of network components comprising a monitoring component and a 
monitored component, each network component comprising: 
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a communication unit providing a direct communication to the other 

components (Figures 1, 3 and Abstract & par. 150; information getting and 

transmitting sections), 

a memory having an address of the monitoring component when the 

respective component is being monitored (Figures 1-3 and Abstract; ROM, 

RAM and status log data file), 

a processing unit (Figures 1-2 and par. 150; CPU [30]), 

the processing unit monitors a state of the respective component 
and sends state information pertaining to the of the respective component 
(Figures 1-4 and par. 13-14; automatic monitor program, monitoring 
unit for transmitting status information indicating state of a 
machine), the state information information sent via the communication 
unit to the stored address when the respective component is being 
monitored, the state indicates an availability of the respective component 
(Figures 1-2 & 19-20; information getting and status codes), and 

the processing unit transmits a monitoring instruction to the 
monitored component when the respective component is monitoring 
(Figures 1-2 & 19-20; information getting and transmitting and status 
codes), the monitoring instruction comprises the address of the respective 
monitoring component and sent directly to the monitored component via 
the communication unit (Figures 1-2 & 19-21; information getting, 
printer serial number, IP address and status codes), 
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wherein each network component is : 

addressable in a communication network (Figures 1-2 & 19- 

21; information getting, printer serial number, IP address and 

status codes), 

monitorable by each of the other network components via 

the processing unit, and equipped for monitoring each of the other 

network components via the communication unit (Figures 1-2 & 

19-21; information getting, printer serial number, IP address 

and status codes). 
Claim 11: Wherein the communication network is a packet switched network 
(Figures 1 & 21; Internet, e-mails and IP address). 
Claim 12: Wherein a maximum number of addresses stored is predetermined, 
each address stored is an address of a monitoring component (Figures 1-2 & 
19-22; information getting, printer serial number, IP address, monitoring 
agent units and monitored units). 

Claim 14: Wherein the monitoring instruction comprises information about which 
changes of state are to be sent as state information (Figures 1-2 & 19-23; 
information getting, printer serial number, IP address and status codes). 
Claim 17: Wherein the monitoring component uses the information about states 
or changes of state for visual indication (Figures 1-2 & 19-23; information 
getting, e-mail messages and status codes). 
Claim 18: Wherein the monitored component can disable monitoring by 
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individual or all monitoring components (Figures 1-2 & 19-23; information 
getting, printer serial number, IP address and monitoring agent). 
Claim 19: Wherein, while an acknowledgement to the monitoring component 
repeats the transmission of a monitoring instruction a stipulated intervals of time 
(Figures 24-25; monitoring times/periods). 

Claim 22: Wherein the information about the transmitability of the monitoring 
instruction can be used to determine a corresponding state for the component 
which is to be monitored (The limitation that the instruction "can be used to 
determine" is intended use and therefore is not being given any patentable 
weight. Furthermore, figure 24 shows that the monitoring times/periods 
and status transmissions). 

Claim 36: wherein each network component includes a memory for storing a list 
of addresses prohibited from monitoring the monitored component, and 
wherein when the prohibited list of the monitored component includes the 
address of the monitoring component, the monitored component is not monitored 
by the monitoring component (Figures 17; monitor flag, monitored or not 
monitored and monitoring agents). 

Claim 37: wherein the monitored component sends state information after a 
change in state (Figures 20; error levels, and status messages). 

Claims 10-12, 14, 17-18, 19, 22 and 33-35 are substantially the same as 
claims 23-32 and are therefore rejected using the same rationale applied to 
claims 10-12, 14, 17-18, 19, 22 and 33-35. 
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Furthermore regarding claim 30, wherein the user is provided an input 
field for inputting a text message to be sent to the monitored component when 
the monitored component is busy (Figures 13-23; e-mail messages and 
various parameter settings). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 33-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sekizawa, and further in view of Coussement (US PGPUB: 2002/0114278 A1). 

Regarding claim 33, Sekizawa discloses the invention as discussed 
above, however Sekizawa does not appear to explicitly disclose wherein each of 
the network components are voice over IP telephones. 

In the same field of endeavor Coussement discloses wherein each of the 
network components are voice over IP telephones (Figures 1-6 and par. 28, 35 
& 41; VoIP). 

Accordingly it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the 
networking art to modify or incorporate Coussement's teachings of VOIP with 
the teachings of Sekizawa to provide for a more flexible and robust system (i.e. 
extending the checking of status information from "printers" to telephones). 
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Regarding claim 34, Sekizawa-Coussement further discloses wherein 
each of the network components are telephony clients (Figures 1-6 and par. 8; 
Internet protocol network telephony). 

One of ordinary skill in the art would have combined Sekizawa- 
Coussement for the same reasons provided in claim 33. 

Regarding claim 35, Sekizawa-Coussement further discloses wherein 
each of the network components is selected from the group consisting of 
telephone, telephony client, server, gateway, and gatekeeper (Figures 1-6 and 
par. 8; Internet protocol network telephony). 

One of ordinary skill in the art would have combined Sekizawa- 
Coussement for the same reasons provided in claim 33. 

Prior Art 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. Steinberg et al (US-PGPUB: 2002/0170002 A1), directed towards 
state/status monitoring within network fault management systems. 

b. Motoyama et al (US-PGPUB: 2003/0055952 A1), directed towards to 
systems, methods and computer program products for monitoring networked 
devices. 

c. Parry (US-PGPUB: 2003/0217357 A1), directed towards monitoring 
firmware for computing devices. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MACEEH ANWARI whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7591 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30-5:00 
PM ES. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Vaughn can be reached on 571-272-3922. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

M.A. 

/William C. Vaughn, Jr./ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2444 



